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ISU PENCEMARAN AIR

Bila nak selesai?

agaikan mimpi ngeri! Begitulah
keperitan vang terpaksa
ditanggung warga pengguna
termasuk yang tinggal di bandar
setiap kali terputus bekalan air
yang boleh berlarutan untuk
tempoh masa yang panjang.

Episod bersengkang mata
menunggu lori membawa bekalan
air, menjinjing baldi menaiki
tangga bagi yang tinggal
di b n tinggi,
mandi dan mencuci kain basuhan
di rumah saudara-mara dan
pelbagai kerumitan bagaikan
tidak terdaya lagi untuk dilalui.

Bagi pengguna, apa yang
mereka mahu apabila paip dibuka
ada air bersih mengalir untuk
keperluan rutin kehidupan
termasuk memasak, bekalan air
minuman serta mencucl

Setiap agensi pengendali air
bertanggungjawab memastikan
dapat membekal serta
menyalurkan air bersih serta
selamat berdasarkan piawaian,
sehingga sampai ke rumah
pengguna. Apabila terlalu kerap
berlaku, sudah tentu ramai yang
akan melenting dan berang.

Kawasan Lembah Klang
contohnya, pada 2019 saja, tidak
kurang sembilan kali masalah
gangguan air berlaku. Kali terakhir
pada 21 Disember 2019 apabila Loji
Rawatan Air (LRA) Semenyih
terpaksa ditutup berikutan insiden
pencemaran bau di Sungai
Semenyih yang menjadi sumber
air mentah di loji berkenaan.

Akibatnya hampir 1.5 juta orang
atau 336,930 pemilik akaun
terpaksa menanggung beban
gangguan bekalan air tidak
berjadual itu. Turut terjejas
premis komersial terutama yang
terlibat dalam sektor penyediaan
makanan yang melibatkan
Petaling, Hulu Langat, Kuala
Langat dan Sepang.

Persoalannya sampai bila
keadaan ini akan berterusan?
Apakah 2020 akan menjanjikan
situasi pembekalan air bersih
yang lebih baik tanpa sebarang
gangguan kepada pengguna?

Macalal ganggu kalan air
berpunca daripada banyak faktor,
antaranya masalah teknikal,
penyelenggaraan loji, kebocoran
paip dan kekeruhan air sungai
terlalu tinggi. Paling
membimbangkan pencemaran
akibat pembuangan bahan kimia
secara haram, tumpahan minyak
dan sisa toksik.

Atas faktor geografi, lembangan
sungai di Malaysia sangat
terdedah dengan risiko berlaku
pencemaran sama ada menjadi
lokasi pelupusan sisa pepejal jenis
pukal seperti perabot sehinggalah
kepada sisa toksik.

Menurut Malaysian Water
Engineers Action Committee
(MyWAC), apabila berlaku

pang

pencemaran kimia seperti
ammonia dan minyak, operasi loji
terpaksa dihentikan kerana loji
tiada keupay dan } I
merawat bahan kimia tersebut.
Presiden Persatuan Pengguna
Air dan Tenaga Malaysia
(WECAM), T Saravanan berkata
impak paling besar sekiranya
tiada tindakan bernas dilakukan
kerajaan boleh menyebabkan
pengguna hilang keyakinan.

“Jika melihat kepada isu
pencemaran, masih banyak
kelemahan yang boleh diperbaiki
terutama penguatkuasaan
undang-undang.

“Isu ini tidak seharusnya
dilayan seperti melepaskan batuk
di tangga terutama bagi
sesetengah pihak industri yang
sering mengambil kesempatan
dengan membuang sisa industri
ke dalam sungai,” katanya.

Beliau menambah, pihak yang
terbabit dalam menangani isu air
seperti kerajaan negeri,
Kementerian Air, Tanah dan
Sumber Asli, Kementerian
Perumahan dan Kerajaan
Tempatan, Jabatan Alam Sekitar
(JAS), Indah Water Konsortium
(TWK}, Suruhanjaya Perkhidmatan
Air Negara (Span) tidak
mempunyai tindakan dan pelan
bersepadu yang memberi
keyakinan kepada rakyat bahawa
isu ini mampu diselesaikan.

“Tiada pihak yang ambil
tanggungjawab terhadap isu ini
dan pihak berkuasa tidak
menunjukkan taring dan
membuat tangkapan atau
pendakwaan di mahkamah.
Undang-undang sedia ada harus
digubal segera agar denda dapat
ditingkatkan dan kuasa penguat

Jumilah g uan bekalan air
berlaku df Lembah Klang

kuasa diperluaskan lagi” katanya.

Pendapat sama juga turut
dikongsi Dr Mohd Yusoff Ishak,
pensyarah kanan Pengurusan
Sumber Akuatik, Kualiti Air dan
Pengurusan Tasik, Fakulti
Pengajian Alam Sekitar, Universiti
Putra Malaysia.

Kegagalan mengesan pelaku,
membawanya ke muka
pengadilan dan kemudian
mensabitkan kesalahan jelas
menunjukkan pihak berkuasa
perlu meningkatkan usaha
mengenal pasti kepincangan
supaya dapat membanteras
pencemaran sungai.

“Jika ini tidak dilaksanakan,
mesej yang sampai kepada umum
adalah kerajaan tidak berani
bertindak,” tegasnya.

Seiring dengan kepesatan
pembangunan di Lembah Klang,
pihak berkuasa yang
menguatkuasakan undang-undang
alam sekitar sepatutnya
menjangkakan pencemaran boleh
berlaku pada bila-bila masa
terutama peningkatan bilangan
industri dan perumahan.

“Kita memuji langkah proaktif
kerajaan Selangor dalam
menambah rizab bekalan air
mentah melalui simpanan luar
rizab sungai namun ia tidak
bertahan lama jika pencemar
sungai tidak dapat ditangkap atau
disabitkan di mahkamah.

“Kewujudan bidang kuasa yang

bertindih selain bersilang antara
agensi dalam pengurusan sumber
air menyebabkan agensi yang
terbabit dilihat tidak cekap dalam
menggembleng sumber demi
melaksanakan tugasan
masing-masing,” katanya.

Untuk itu, JAS seharusnya
diberikan kemudahan makmal
bertaraf antarabangsa atau
setanding dengan makmal
Jabatan Kimia agar sampel bahan
cemar di persekitaran dapat
dianalisa oleh agensi berkenaan
dengan lebih pantas.

Mohd Yusoff berkata,

di Malaysia masih lagi bercakap
soal paras nitrogen ammonia dan
Permintaan Oksigen Biokimia
(BOD) dalam setiap insiden
berkaitan bekalan air sedangkan
ancaman terkini yang menanti
sebenarnya adalah lebih serius.

Negara Eropah sebagai contoh
sudah dan sedang rancak
menangani bahan cemar
terbaharu seperti mikro-plastik,
endocrine disruptors dan juga
bahan kimia terkini di pasaran .

Perhatian serius perlu juga diberi
kepada bahan cemar berkenaan
kerana masyarakat di negara ini
juga bahan yang berpotensi
mencemarkan alam terutama
bahan kosmetik, farmaseutikal dan
ubat sampingan.

Selain itu pendekatan dalam
menguruskan air mentah untuk
minuman harus diubah daripada
bersifat merawat secara
end-of-pipe (merawat simptom
dan bukan merawat punca)
apabila ada pencemaran kepada
pendekatan proaktif berdasarkan
risiko yang sedang dihadapi oleh
sumber air kita jaitu sungai.

- Bernama
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some 565MLD of water can be channelled to around 200,000

residents in the Klang Valley.

Water margin up by
10% since Langat 2
began operations

By SHEILA SRI PRIYA
sheilasripriy@thestar.com.my

THE water reserve margin has
now increased to 10% since opera-
tions at the Langat 2 Water
Treatment Plant began.

Selangor Mentri Besar Datuk
Amirudin said the project was 80%
completed and was producing 325
million litres per day (MLD).

He said when package B of the
project was fully completed, some
565MLD of water could be chan-
neled to some 900,000 residents in
a day.

“The new treatment plant will
help reduce reliance on existing
plants.

“In the past some of the older
plants were operating at 100% full

* -capacity.

“With the new plant, we will also
be able to better control the treat-
ment quality, sustainability as well
as the work flow at the plant.

“We had very low water margins
in the past.

“It was as low as 3%.

“We are confident that our mar-
gin will increase further. It now
shows about 10%,” said Amirudin
after his visit to Langat 2.

The new treatment plant is
equipped with a modern water

treatment facility based on the

' Granular Activated Carbon

(GAC) system.

The system is able to absorb
odour that is produced by organic
substance in the raw water.

The system is also able to pro-
duce high water quality of 0.2
Nephelometric Turbidity Units
(NTU).

Pengurusan Aset Air Bhd (PAAB)
chief executive officer Abdul Hadi
Ali said PAAB successfully carried
out the testing and commissioning
(C&T) process in December.,

The process consisted of channe-
ling raw water from Kelau Dam in
Pahang to the Langat 2 outlet por-
tal in Hulu Langat, Selangor.

The raw water also passes
through a 44.6km tunnel across the
Titiwangsa range.

Upon the completion of the C&T,
the Langat 2 Water Treatment
Plant started distributing treated
water to Air Selangor beginning
Dec 21, 2019 in stages.

Households in areas such as
Hulu Langat, Cheras, Pudu and
Semenyih are among those receiv-
ing water from the plant.

Construction works of Langat 2
Water Treatment Plant began in
March 2014 and is estimated to be
fully completed by 2023.

This plant, by far the largest in
South-East Asia, is able to provide
1,130 MLD to residents in the Klang
Valley.
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Fined RM13,000 for
dumping waste in Putrajaya

PPj contractor finds easy way out to dispose of garden and drain refuse

Stories by BAVANI M
and FARID WAHAB
metro@thestar.com.my

WASTE contractors have now

identified Putrajaya as an ideal

E:am to dump waste to avoid pay-
¢ tipping fees at

An old mining land near in the
federal administrative capital near
the Selangor border has been used
by waste contractors to dispose of
waste.

Solid Waste Management and
Public Cleanliness Corporation
(SWCorp) Federal Territories direc-
tor Mohd Zahir Shari, who prose-
cuted the first case of illegal dump-
ﬁ in Putrajaya on Jan 20, said the

rits pleaded guilty and were

ﬂ.ned RM13,000 for dumping waste.

They were charged under
Section 71(1) of the Solid Waste
and Public Cleansing M. ent
Act 2007 (Act 672) that esa
minimum fine of RM10,000 and
maximum of RM100,000 or a jail

term of six months to five years.

“The contractor t‘iqoasﬂ’hj;?d by
Putraj Co n ).

“1 w’zainform that the contrac-
tor’s contract expired last
December. It was then renewed
until May this year.

“As usual the culprits did it to
save the dumping cost but it was a
stupid move as my enforcement
team was watching them for
weeks,” he said.

Mohd Zahir said the culprits
were caught dumping waste from
gardens drains collected around
Putrajaya.

“The waste was dumped onto
government land located nearby
the border,” he said.

“But my team’s investigation
showed that the waste was from
Putrajaya.”

Mohd Zahir also added that
investigations showed that the con-
tractor was not licensed by the
National Solid Waste Management

Department (JPSPN).

JPSPN is the department that
issues licences to waste contrac-
tors.

Mohd Zahir added that Precinct

20 was becoming a waste dumping
hotspot due to its proximity to the
Selangor border.

He said it was a remote area and
the dumping was usually carried
out in the wee hours of the morn-

mgwmn contacted, Putrajaya
Corporation (PPj) said stern warn-
ing had been given to contractors
caught dumping waste in
Putrajaya, e

PPj engineerin mainte-
nanl::je departrner?t (road division)
director Marzuki Abdullah said PPj
was not aware that the contractor
was dumping waste in Putrajaya.

“We made a site visit to the area
to investigate when informed by
SWCorp last year. We also extend-
s&:ur cooperation to SWCorp

n initial

This piece of Em near a mining pool in Precinct 20, Putrajaya is not a hotbed for illegal dumping.

————

were underway in October up
until the court %e

“'l'l'i:cl mn&mur his heen
warned to of waste at a
proper l.aruiﬂ]fme

“We will not hesitate to take
action against the contractors for
dumping waste illegally,” said
Marzuki.

This was the first illegal dump-
ing case to be prosecuted in
Putrajaya.

Since Act 672 came into force in
2011 34 private companies and 37

uals have been prosecuted
for ﬂlegal dumping in seven
Malaysian states to date.

The Act g:;h\.u‘zlrn;\.il Kualam Iﬁgersnl;i)ur
Putrajaya, Johor, .
Senmil?m Pahang, Kedah and
Perlis.

So far, five other illegal dump-
sites have been found in
Putrajaya.
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Partially hldden ex vatc

proof of illegal activity at site
were seen

By FARID WAHAB
faridwahab@thestar.com.my

SOLID Waste .
Management and Public
Cleanliness Corporation
(SWCorp) will go in
pursuit of culﬂﬂrits
behind an illegal
dumpsite that was
discovered in
Presint 11,
Putrajaya.

Its Federal
Territories

director

Shari said site operators would be
‘nabbed and brought to book.

“We will continue to mnn.tmr
the site for any a

“We are confident t the oper-
ator will resume its. operation,” he

carried out an opera-
vnl re Chinese New Year,
ving 19 of its enforcement
officers, to uncover the illegal
dumpsite in Putrajaya.

The site, which was located
deep within an oil palm planta-
tion was used to discard construc-
tion and domestic wastes.

Mohd Zahir During the operation, authori-

‘Mohd Zahir said sﬂehad
been operating for three days
prior to the enforcement
tion based on the evidence
found.

“The worry

kilometre away froi
Putrajaya Wetlands Pa

“The site can also em ]
ous chemical fumes due ta th! _
decomposition of waste materials
over time,” he added.
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He explained tha '
e t the truck
_ drivers would find secluded areas

tipping fees at landfills.
The easy way out was dumping
rubbish at an open space instead.
-—m tipping P:? cha.rgzd is usu-
ally between RM20 and RM35 per

An excavator at the |Ilega| dumpsute is bcilwed to have beerl used to

flatten the area to accommodate more waste.
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SWCorp enforcement officers will not rest until the r.ulpnts are

brought to book.
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CNY OPEN HOUSE

Selangor government will hold its
Chinese New Year open house cel-
ebration at Dataran Petaling Jaya,
Jalan Timur in Petaling Jaya at
6.30pm on Feb 1. For details, call
03-5510 2005 (Invest Selangor).
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PONGGAL FESTIVAL

Sepang Municipal Council
(MPSepang) will hold a ponggal
festival celebration at the field
near Jalan Murni 10, Taman Murni,
Sepang from 9am to 2.45pm on
Feb 1. The public can look forward
to slippery pole climbs, silambam,
uri adithal, kolam drawing, thoran-
am-making and kabadi competi- -
tions. For details, 019-664 7418
(Sivakumar). ;

Black/white
175,986
527,958

24 cm?2

RM 576

RM 1,728
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